Immunological abnormalities in autoimmune chronic active hepatitis.
Autoimmune chronic active hepatitis is often associated with clinical and laboratory features that resemble those observed in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE). We describe a 24-year-old woman with autoimmune chronic active hepatitis who was studied for serologic markers of autoimmunity and for immune clearance in terms of in vivo Fc receptor function. A markedly depressed immune clearance and splenic uptake of radiolabelled and IgG coated autologous erythrocytes was observed. The magnitude of this defect equaled or exceeded the most severe defects seen in a group of patients with SLE. This phenomenon was associated with markedly depressed serum C4 levels, a variably positive Sm antibody, and normal circulating immune complex concentrations. In addition, many clinical extrahepatic manifestations meeting criteria for classifying SLE were present. These findings further support the concept of autoimmune chronic active hepatitis and SLE being part of spectrum of overlapping autoimmune diseases.